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Monday, October 5th 2020 
 
Zoom Meeting ID: 81295372252  
Passcode:  535152 
 
 8:10       Introduction 
                Kevin Jacka, The Rural Alliance 
                theruralalliance.org         
 
 8:30       A Pause for Wellbeing:  
                Engage, Reflect, Create through Documentar-A Time Capsule of Now! 
                Cathryn Berger Kaye, M.A., Associates 
                cathy@cbkassociates.com 
 
9:40        Early Learning In Rural Washington and Potential Impacts from Covid-19      
                Center on Reinventing Public Education (CRPE) 
                Alice Opalka 
                CRPE.org 
 
10:20      Protecting Emotional Health and Preventing Suicide for Our Nations Teens 
                Jessica Orenstein, MPH, The JED Foundation 
                jessica@jedfoundation.org 
                Dr. Suzanne Button 
 
11:30      Geospatial Learning in Rural Schools; Opportunities and Implementation 
                Marilyn Nielson, Spokane Community College, Director of NWGETEP 
                Marilyn.nielson@scc.spokane.edu 
 
11:45      Break for Lunch 
 
 



  
 1:00       Future of Schools: How are we preparing students for their future, not our past? 
                Jeff Utecht, Educational Technology Consultant, Educator and Author 
                Jutecht@gmail.com  
 

  Description: The transition education is in right now is larger than just surviving                 
  this pandemic. We must understand that many things have changed. If our goal is    
  to prepare students for College, Career, and Life how do we make sure we are  
  doing that now and into the future? SAT is no longer required to get into university,  
  50% of companies across the nation say that working from home will be a   
  permanent way they do business. Rural schools have an advantage in being able to  
  pivot quickly to a new normal. We need rural schools across this state to  
  understand what education needs to be and start adjusting now to lead our state in   

             the future of education.  
 
 2:40       Introducing The Rural Alliance Teacher Leadership Cohort Opportunity: 
                Growing Teacher Leaders Within Our Own Schools 
                Michelle Kuhns, Balance Professional Learning  
                mkuhns@balancedpl.com          
 
               Description: In the spirit of collaborative community, the Rural Alliance is                   
               establishing a Teacher Leadership Cohort program for the 2020-2021 school year.    
               Aligned with the Rural Alliance’s commitment to “research, implement, and sustain  
               innovative solutions for rural challenges,” we see building capacity in teacher  
               leadership as a strategy for supporting school improvement initiatives, developing   
               highly effective teacher teams, and supporting principals in facilitating system changes  
               to improve student learning. 
   
 3:15       Closing Remarks 
                Kevin Jacka, The Rural Alliance 
                kevin@theruralalliance.org 
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Tuesday, October 6th 2020 
 
Zoom Meeting ID: 85721404775 
Passcode: 953525 
 
   8:15     Introductions 
                Kevin Jacka, The Rural Alliance 
                theruralalliance.org         
 
  8:30      Meaningful Conversations 
                Cathryn Berger Kaye, M.A., CBK Associates 
                cathy@cbkassociates.com   
 
10:15      New Leaders: Transformation Leadership for School, District and Teacher Leaders 
                Maria Esponda-Medina, Senior Executive Director, Program Implementation 
                Mesponda-Medina@newleaders.org 
                Courtney S. Strozyk, Executive Director, Program Implementation 
                cstrozyk@newleaders.org 
 
                Description: We would like to share an a opportunity with you to engage in through a               
                partnership with our organization called New Leaders. We prepare education leaders   
                to deliver breakthrough results in America’s highest-need schools and advocate for  
                policies that enable great leaders – and their students – to thrive.  We develop  
                dedicated, skilled leaders at every level equipping them to elevate instruction and  
                achievement across classrooms, schools and districts. We envision a day when there is  
                educational excellence and equity in America — when our country’s public schools  
                ensure that every student is prepared for success in college, careers, and citizenship.  
                Currently in Washington State, we have over 45 principals from the Rural Alliance that  
                are currently or have been a part of the New Leaders Pilot Program. Do you want to be                 
                a transformational leader in trying times? Are you ready to take the next steps to  
                ensure equity for all in schools? Find out more though our sessions at the Rural     
                Alliance Virtual Conference sessions or reach out to Executive Director Courtney          
                Strozyk at cstrozyk@newleaders.org or (509) 721-1248 



  
11:30      2020 Virtual Career Expo Series for Rural Students  
                Sue Kane, PhD, Director of STEM Initiatives and Strategic Partnerships NCESD 
                suek@ncesd.org 
 
11:45      Lunch 
 
 1:00       Best Practices in Elementary Distance Learning (Administrators) 
                Jen Wickens, CEO at Impact Public Schools 
                jwickens@impactps.org 
                Kayla Vickaryous, Director of Professional Development at Impact Public Schools 
                kvickaryous@impactsp.org 
 
                Description:  Impact Public Schools will be providing the first of 5 virtual    
                Professional development opportunities for school district administrators in the area   
                of best practices in elementary distance/ blended learning. Following the session, you    
                will have an opportunity be a part any or all of the remaining seven PD sessions. 
  
 2:45       Modern States Project (Duel Credit) 
                Jerry Dyar, The Rural Alliance 
                jerry@theruralalliance.org 
 
 3:15       Closing Remarks 
                Kevin Jacka, The Rural Alliance 
                kevin@theruralalliance.org 
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Wednesday, October 7th 2020 
 
Zoom Meeting ID: 82563902364 
Passcode: 444712 
 
 
  8:15      Introductions 
                Kevin Jacka, The Rural Alliance 
                kevin@theruralalliance.org 
 
  8:30    Best Practices in Elementary Distance Learning (Teachers) 
                Jen Wickens, CEO at Impact Public Schools  
                jwickens@impactps.org 
                Kayla Vickaryous, Director of Professional Development at Impact Public Schools 
                kvickaryous@impactsp.org 
 
                Description:  Impact Public Schools will be providing the first of 5 virtual    
                professional development opportunities for teachers around best practices in    
                elementary distance/ blended learning. Following the session, you will have an  
                opportunity be a part any or all of the remaining seven PD sessions. 
 
10:45      New Leaders for Perspective Principals 
                Courtney S. Strozyk, Executive Director, Program Implementation 
                cstrozyk@newleaders.org 
 
11:45      Break for Lunch 
                 
12:30      Building a Transitional Kindergarten Program 
                Jen Wickens, CEO at Impact Public Schools 
                jwickens@impactps.org 
 
 



  
                 
  2:30      WASHINGTON STATE OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP  
                Steve Walker, Awards Administration Director 
                swalker@waopportunityscholarship.org 
                Brittny Nielsen, Marketing and Communications Manager 
                Bnielsen@waopportunity scholarship.org 
 
 
  3:00      Closing Remarks 
                Kevin Jacka, The Rural Alliance 
                kevin@theruralalliance.org 
 


